
The Shadowscope Workshop offers a simple and playful 
way to create a short film. It explores editing, cinematic 
rhythm, and the influence of sound.

The Shadowscope is an ingenious machine made of 
wheels and gears. By turning a crank, a string spins, 
moving figurines attached along its length. As they pass in 
front of a light source, the figurines project their shadows 
onto a screen. The enchantment appears instantly.

The string holding the figurines becomes the timeline of 
the narrative. The space between them sets the rhythm.
The crank controls the speed and the direction.

This gesture pays tribute to the early days of cinema: 
early filmmakers turned the film reel with a crank, and 
projectionists used a similar circular motion to show films 
on screen.

Shadowscope Workshop
Create a film using shadows.
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Depending on the context, the workshop can take 
place over several sessions or be condensed into a 
single one.

Workshop Steps:

1 – Inventing a film
Imagine a short story.
Translate written storytelling into screen storytelling.
Identify the key images of the action.

2 – Creating the visuals
Draw the outlines of the characters.
Cut the figurines from paper.
(This technique encourages visual simplification.)

3 – Projection and sound
Place the figurines on the  Shadowscope.
Turn the crank: the film comes to life on screen.
Adjust the speed.
Explore different sound options.

A video presents the project:
https://youtu.be/842BR0P5mY4




